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Q&A | Bobby R. Inman

Assessing Government’s Approach

to Intelligence =~

. Specialto The New Yerk Thimes

WASHINGTON, July 4 -
Bobby R. Inman startled Washingten
in April when he announced his inten-
tion. to resign as the

Director
of Central Intelligence. He said he

wanted to go into private business, but
aasoctxat:;:sened that the real rea-
sons for his departure were dif-
fmeawimmekummm
tion and frustration over
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dedicated to Central America and did
not detect in a timely way the com.

tive guerrillas in Cuba. We were slow
to recognize the breadth of

had we detected the activity from the

outset.
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Q. How has the Reagan Administra-
tion changed priorities in intelligence
collection and analysis?

.0

v

|
5
a

i

o
i
gg

ity of
mencement of the training of prospec- .

A. Early in the Reagan Administra-
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add that concern
Congress. It’s
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foreign intelligence collection and
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A Q.Whenthzc«mrmmng'ﬂ‘

limitation treaty with the Soviet
Union, opponents said the United
States lacked the ability to verify such
agreements. Is that true?

A. We have tried over the last dec-
ade to improve the nation’s ability to
verify arms control treaties. There
was valid criticism in Congress that
the resulting capability was thin. The
requirements for verification with re-
gard to the SALT I and SALT II trea-
ties were substantial but not over-
whelming.- A more compiex treaty

will nlara enhetantial additirmal hae
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L. oG8
. negotiated the second strategic arms
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never have an arms control’
You have to take some risks.

- is being confident that you will detect -
;! any serious cheating. o
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matters. Our major weak-
both
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A. A myth has grown up from state-
| ments of some officials that we are too
! dependent on technical collection.
' There was a period of time when deci-
_ sion makers believed that satellite

photography was going to answer all
our needs. We're all a little wiser now.

No analyst should be left dependenton -

a single means of acquiring intelli-
gence. Human collection runs the risk
of relying on someone who wants to
mislead you. Technical collection
may leave vou without access to cer-
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